College Admission Standards

· Compare your academic record with the high school performance of college freshmen actually admitted

at the college(s) you are considering.

· Admission decisions for most colleges and many 

major departments are usually based upon the

               quantity and quality of academic preparation in

high school. The first analysis of the high school record usually focuses upon the pattern (number

of years in a subject) and level (college-prep,

honors, and/or AP) of academic courses. Then classroom performance (grades) and academic potential (ACT and/or SAT I scores) are

examined.

· Some colleges (usually independent) will consider/require references, talents, activities and/

or class rank/academic GPA.

· Each high school College & Career Center has the entry requirements for most colleges nationwide.

· The competition for admission to many universities has increased yearly. As a result, many qualified students are not admitted as freshmen. Be sure you have plans for campuses for which you fit the academic profile.

· Check out the Honors Program at local community colleges. It is an effective pathway to transfer to a competitive university of choice.

Thoughts

Selecting a college is:

· the prime responsibility of the student

· often frustrating

· something requiring information from others

· time-consuming

· important

· not the same for any two students

· related to your identification of priorities and goals

· based upon both facts and feelings
       Essay Suggestions
Colleges and universities may want to be able to answer the question, “What do we know about this individual?” in making decisions about admission. Your essay will answer this question.

Revealing the quality of your character is most important to your essay.

It is important to include any of the following personal characteristics in your essay that may pertain to you: creativity, intellectual curiosity and achievement, ability to overcome hardship, initiative, motivation, leadership, persistence, service to others, special spark, substantial experience with other racial or cultural groups, and rare talent.

Do not attempt to cover all topics. What is important is to convey what you think the college/university needs to know about you as a person.

You may best approach the essay by describing what is important to you, why it is important, and how you have demonstrated that importance in your life.

Remember that many of your activities, school interests, classes, etc. may be very similar to many other students; therefore, it is a good idea that your approach to these subjects be as creative/original as possible. This cannot be emphasized enough.

Listing activities, honors, likes and dislikes does not reveal YOU and generally such an essay doesn’t succeed.

Avoid attempts at complimenting the college on its offerings, reputation, location, size, etc.

Avoid telling the college how hard you intend to work and all the virtues you have that will help you succeed in college.

REMEMBER: Reveal who you are and be original! Above all else, BE SINCERE!
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     August – September
· Remember: meeting admission requirements does NOT “guarantee” admission to most universities.

· Develop plans “A”, “B” and “C” for college applications unless campus (es) of choice is not competitive. (Recommended: A=dream campus, B=probable admittance, C=looking for you!)

· Use the internet to find further information about colleges. View major departments, costs,

               application forms, financial aid, and find availability 

               of activities of interest.

· Review college requirements.  If you have any questions contact the College & Career Counselor in the College & Career Center.

· Narrow serious college options to six or less.

· Visit several colleges you are considering.

· Check the College & Career Center for the date of College Fair and visits by college representatives.

· Develop draft of autobiographical essay for

               UC/private college admission. See UC website.

· Spell your name the same on ALL forms.
· Register for college admission testing (ACT,

               SATI, II) by mail or on the internet. All testing

               must be done by December test dates. Some

               colleges want them completed by October.

· Keep copies of applications and test scores.

· Take math and lab science in the senior year.

· Check College & Career Center for scholarships

and financial aid information.

· Schedule fall interviews (private colleges).

October – November
· Go on-line to fill out CSU and/or UC applications.  Hard copies of UC applications will be in the College & Career Center.  Complete by mid-November.  Don’t’ procrastinate!
· Request any other college applications from college admissions office. Most applications are on the college’s website.

· Filing period for UC system:  Nov. 1-30

Filing period for CSU system:  Oct. 1 – Nov. 30

· Indicate a credential objective on college admission applications if the field of Education is a career goal. It may strengthen your acceptance probabilities since a teacher shortage is here.

· Request any needed letters of recommendation (private colleges); not required for CSU or UC.

· Contact private colleges for financial aid procedures.

· Continue scholarship search and apply!

· File R.O.T.C. scholarship application if interested in that program.

· File NCAA Clearinghouse form if college athletics is a goal.  Go to www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. 

December – February
· Filing dates for many private and out-of-state schools are in December or January.

· Attend District Financial Aid Workshop in January.

· File FAFSA in January. Keep a copy for your file.

· Keep your last semester schedule strong; don’t “drop” any yearlong course unless you have permission of the university admissions office.

· Attend District Local Scholarship program.

· Continue scholarship search. Visit College & Career Center weekly.

March – April
· Keep your grades up; senior grades DO count.

· College acceptance notices sent.

· College receptions for applicants.

· Visit colleges offering admission; make final decision.

· Continue scholarship search.

· Determine final choice of college from those offering admission. Notify college by May 1.

May – June
· Give the high school registrar written request/fee to send the final transcript to your college.

· MAY: AP exams.

· Announcement of Grant/Scholarship winners at Senior AMA’s.

· Send “Thank You” note to all who helped.

	Helpful Web-Sites
College Information

        www.ucop.edu/pathways   UC Website

        http://www.csumentor.edu/  CSU Web
        www.CAcollegeGuide.com
        www.collegeboard.com
        www.collegeview.com
Testing Tips and Information

        www.ets.org
        www.act.org
        www.collegeboard.com
        www.number2.com
        http://testprep.cavhs.org



